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ADVERTISEMENT. 
— 

445 a reaſm for the diſtance of tine 
between the preaching and publiſhing of the 
following diſcourſe, the author wiſhes to ſay, that 
as it was at firſt compoſed for the pulpit, without 
the moſt diſtant idea of its being ever ſent to the 
preſs, the many ' ſolicitations of the late Doctors 
fi ende in Birmingham, were for a long time 
urged in vain ; eſpecially as be was conſcious 


that the memory of ſo good a man, would be but 
too imperfectly preſerved in the enſuing pages. 


Renewed. requeſts, however, attended with 
additional motives, have at length prevailed ; 
and the Sermon is offered to the public, as the 
tribute of an affettionate Pupil to the memory of 
a moſt worthy Tutor : in hopes that the friends 
of the deceaſed will accept the attempt, while 
they wiſh it were better executed. 


A2 Minds 


ws 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


= Minds awake to the ſenſibilities of friend- 


ſhip and gratitude, will readily make allowance 
for ſome expreſſions of tender regret, which may 
ſeem more ſuited to private correſpondence than 
4 public diſcourſe, delivered to a large and 
crowded auditory ; eſpectally when they are in- 
formed, that it was compoſed a day or two after 
the author had been a witneſs to the ſorrows of 
the Fami ly, the Academy, and the Co ngregation, 
20 bo all once rejoiced in Dr. Evans, as their 
head. Such ſcenes naturally formed i mpreſ- 
fions, under the influence of which he may have 
indulged himſelf in a mode of expreſſion, which, 
in other * might 4 probably ex 
an 


Birmingbam, Dec. 5, 1791. 
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A SERMON. 
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TEE death of great and good men is a 
matter of no ſmall concern to the truly pious, of 
every denomination; and it ſeems as uſeful as it is 
natural, to notice ſuch events from the pulpit; not 
merely as a token of reſpect to their memories, but 
to calm the minds of afflicted friends, to juſtify the 
diſpenſations of God, and to excite thoſe who re- 
main to emulate the character of thoſe who are 
taken away. 

Our dear departed brother, the Rev. Dr. 
Evans, was a man both good and great —his praiſe 
is in all the churches—the memory of his worth 
ſtill lives in the hearts of all who knew him and 
the news of his removal produced in many other 
minds (what it did in mine and yours) ſenſations 
like thoſe the prophet felt of old, when he thus la- 
mented his departing maſter: « My father! my 
ce father! the chariots of Iſrael, and the horſemen 
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Convinced that an attempt to improve this 


painful providence will be acceptable to you, as 


well as gratifying to myſelf; I know of no ſcrip- 
ture more ſuited to direct ſuch an oth than that 
| you find recorded 


JOHN XI. 11. 


OUR FRIEND LAZARUS SLEEPETH. 


You need not be made acquainted with the 
particulars of the event to which theſe words re- 
late : you remember that in Bethany, a ſmall town 


a few miles diſtant from Jeruſalem, there dwelt 


a very happy pious family, conſiſting of a brother 
and two ſiſters; they were very intimate with our 
Lord, and their houſe was'the place of his reſidence 
as often as he came that way. Jeſus Chriſt had 
a ſtrong affection for this family —& He loved 
« Martha, and her fiſter, and Lazarus.” Ver. 8 
It ſeems Lazarus was afflicted with a diſeaſe 
which terminated in his death; but before his de- 
ceaſe, his ſiſters ſent to our Lord, who was then 


the other ſide of Jordan, ſaying, © Lord, behold 


te he whom thou loveſt is ſick.” For wiſe rea- 
ſons he choſe neither to heal him of his diſeaſe, 


nor viſit him in his affliction; “ but abode two 


« days ſtill in the ſame place where he was.” He 


knew that although his permitting the deceaſe of 


Lazarus, would occafion much temporary diſtreſs | 
to his ſurviving friends, yet it would eventually 
tend 
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tend to the eſtabliſhment of his divine miſſion, and 
therefore to the glory of God; on which account 
he faith to his diſciples, « For your fakes I am 
« glad, to the end that ye may believe.” Ver. 15. 

At the expiration of theſe two days, he pro- 
poſes to his diſciples to viſit Judea again; but they, 
recollecting that they were in danger of loſing their 
maſter, through the malice of the Jews, the laſt 
time they were there, object to his propoſal: Jeſus 
Chriſt urges the propriety of attending to our duty, 
whatever oppoſition may be made, or danger an- 
ticipated ; and, probably to induce them to ac- 
company him, he adds, Our friend Lazarus 
ce ſleepeth; but I go that I may awake him out of 
te ſleep.” This is explained ver. 14, for he ſaid 
plainly, & Lazarus is dead,” 

There appears a remarkable evidence of 
Chriſt's omniſcience in this declaration. The meſ- 
ſengers ſent by Mary and Martha only gave infor- 
mation of his ſickneſs, yet we find he is now ac- 
quainted with his death: this, probably, among 
other occurrences of the ſame nature, was preſent 


to Peter's mind, when, with devout humility he 


ſaid, after our Lord's reſurrection, . Lord, thou 
« knowelt all things. 

The figure here uſed by our Lord, to expreſs 
the death of Lazarus, was familiar among the Jews. 
When God foretold the death of Moſes, he ſays, 
«© Behold thou ſhalt ſeep with thy fathers f.“ 
And David, intreating divine interpoſition, faith, 

John xxi. 17. + Deut. xxxi. 16. 
A 4 « Lighten 
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„L min chen O Lord, leſt I ſeep the ſeep 
« of death *.” And as it was not unfrequent 
among. Jews, ſo it was afterwards adopted by 
Chriſtians: hence, ſaith Paul, “ Thoſe that ſleep 
* in Jeſus will God bring with him ;” and the an- 
_ cient chriſtians,” perhaps from this and ſimilar paſ- 
ſages, denominated their places of interment Ce- 
meteries, or ſleeping places. | 

It cannot then be aſſerted, that the term 
was only applicable to the ſtate in which Lazarus 
was ; but it applies to the ſituation of every good 

man who has paſſed the gates of death. 
We ſhall conſider our text, therefore, as cal- 
culated, 


| Firſt, To aſſiſt our reflections on the character of 
| - 5 a true chriſtian, living; and, 


[i when dead. 


0 I. The words preſent us with the real cha- 
| | rafter of a true chriſtian, living. * Our friend,” 
| faith Jeſus." Friendſhip is in itſelf a pleaſing ſub- 
| ject, both for reflection and diſcourſe, eſpecially 
| pious friendſhip ; that friendſhip to which our 
[ thoughits are now to be re for 
. Jeſus Chriſt. 
Friendſhip for Jeſus Chriſt evidences itſelf, 
1. In a high eſteem for his PERRSOx. 
ll Lazarus, indeed, had opportunities of diſco- 
| vering his eſteem for Chriſt, in a way which we have 
| * Pſalm xiii, 3. 


not ; 
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not; by accommodating his human nature whilſt he 
was in the fleſn. Was he perſecuted in Jeruſalem? 
he might go to Bethany there he found Lazarus 
and his ſiſters ready to receive him, and afford a 
welcome ſhelter from the rage and malice of his 
foes. Did he ſtand in need of food, or lodging? 
here he found attendance, ſo near approaching to 
unneceſſary aſſiduity, as even to need, reſtraint. 
Had his journies occaſioned his fatigue ? here the 
tears of affection flowed in torrents to waſh his feet, 
whilſt Mary neither thought it too mean to wipe 
them with the hairs of her head, nor too extrava- 
gant to anoint them with the moſt coſtly perfume. 
Did the reſt of mankind reject his doctrines, and 
inſult his perſon? here he found Mary ready to ſit 
at his feet, and liſten to the gracious words which 
proceeded out of his mouth. No wonder Jeſus 
loved Mary, and her ſiſter, and Lazarus No 
wonder Lazarus and his ſiſters loved Jeſus. 

But though we, my brethren, can no longer | 
entertain this noble gueſt in perſon, yet, by enter- 
_ taining the higheſt eſteem for his character, and 
maintaining his perſonal honors, we may ſtill prove 
our friendſhip. 

When the Judean world deſpiſed Chriſt, and 
called him the carpenter's ſon, Lazarus and his 
ſiſters owned him as their Lord, and gave the moſt 
public proofs of their reſpect. Nor ſhall we, if 
we are true friends to Chriſt, be backward to avow 
his cauſe, and maintain his honors. 
| A man 
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A man who thinks meanly of Chriſt, deſerves 
not to bear his name. A mind enlightened into 
a knowledge of the goſpel, cannot but revere ni 
who ſhines throughout the whole as the brightneſs 
of the Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perſon.— He will be adored as Gon over air, 
bleſſed for ever —truſted in as the great HI 


PRIEST of the chriſtian profeſſion and obeyed, as 
KING in Zion, and the ſole legiſlator of his church. 


With theſe views of Chriſt, is it poſſible his 


Friend ſhould be indifferent, while the majeſty of his 


nature, the efficacy of his ſacrifice, or the glory of 
his goſpel, are publicly or privately oppoſed, or 
deſpiſed, by nominal profeſſors ? It is an inſult to 
the ſacred name of friendſhip to ſuppoſe it for a 
moment. Willing to endure the croſs himſelf, the 
true chriſtian cannot bear without poignant grief, 
and holy zeal, to ſee his Saviour thus crucified 
afreſh, and put to open ſhame. 

In the preſent day, Sirs, we have conſtant 
opportunities of ſeeking and ſupporting the dignity 
of the Son oF Gop. In this age, perhaps, above 
all others, thoſe who call themſelves his friends, are 
moſt aſſiduous in leſſening his honors, and inſult- 
ing his character. Infidels and Deiſts have been 
outdone, or elſe ſee their efforts are needleſs. In the 
laſt age, the glories of IMMANUEL, God with us, 
became the ſport of Atheiſts, or the oſtenſible 
ground on which the ſons of Deiſm oppoſed chriſ- 
tianity— hey have now quitted the field—profeſſing 

| chriſtians, 


© = } | 

chriſtians, with the croſs in their banners, have un- 
ſheathed the ſword againſt the Loxp or Groxy, 
and Chriſt has been wounded in the houſe of his 
avowed friends!! O how doth it behove as, if we 
are true friends to him, to abound yet more. and 
more in all our zealous and ſcriptural efforts, to 
fight the good fight of faith, and contend earneſtly 
for thoſe glorious truths reſpecting the perſon of 
| Jeſus, which were, by himſelf, and his own apoſtles, 
delivered to the ſaints. | . 

2. Friendſhip for Chriſt will diſcover itſelf 
alſo, in a cordial, diſintereſted affection for his fol- 
lowers. Hence, faith Jeſus, “our friend Lazarus.” 
This good man did not confine his regard to Chriſt 
himſelf, but extended his kindneſs and care to his 
. diſciples too. 

This has been ſince propoſed as an indiſputable 
evidence of real friendſhip for Chriſt, « By this we 
cc know we are paſſed from death unto life, becauſe 
ce we love the brethren®*.” Pompous titles, ſplendid 
ſtations, unbounded wealth, extenſive power, or 
univerſal knowledge, include the objects of worldly 
admiration, and direct the carnal heart where to 
place its friendſhip, and ſolicit its return: but a 
chriſtian, looking beyond the external glitter of 
wealth, and deaf to the noiſy guſt of vain applauſe, 
ſeeks the ſociety, and cultivates the friendſhip of 
the diſciples of the lowly Jeſus—the man, and not 
the tation, he admires—and juſtly thinks 

« A chriſtian is the higheſt ſtile of man.” 


® x John iii. 14. T; 
0 
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To ſelect thoſe whom Chriſt has ſelected; to 

lend aſſiſtance to thoſe for whom his Redeemer bled; 
and to aſſociate with thoſe who are to be his com- 
panions for ever, will be his chief delight.—In the 


_ chriſtian, he views Chriſt himſelf, and whether he 


meets him deſpiſed or applauded, abaſed or exalted, 
he will love the chriſtian for Chriſt's ſake, and con- 
ſider that whatever he does to the diſciple, his 
maſter conſiders as done to himſelf. 

3. A true chriſtian, or friend to Chriſt, will be 
much concerned for, and do all his endeavour to 
promote, the cauſe and intereſt of Chriſt. Nothing 
affords him more joy than to hear of its ſucceſs :— 
like Barnabas, when he faw the grace of God at 


Antioch, he is glad; and like. Judah, rejoices when 


the ſalvation of the Lord comes out of Zion :— 
whilft on the other hand, nothing gives him more 
pain than to hear of its decline, As David, ſo he 
can appeal to God, and fay, « Lord, am I not 
ce grieved with thoſe that rife up againſt hee? I count 
« them mine enemies.” 

A chriſtian's heart 1s intereſted, and the feelings 
of his heart will provoke the activity of his hands. 
His time, his powers, his fortune, yea, his life itſelf 
will be a ſacrifice, ſmall in his eſteem, ſo that the 
cauſe of Chriſt may be promoted. © I count not 
tc my life dear,” ſaid Paul, « fo I may fulfil the mi- 
© niſtry I have received of the Lord.” 

Falſe are all thoſe profeſſions of friendſhip 
made by men, which ceaſe in the day of adverſity, 


or are ſuſpended in the hour of neceſſity. The 
juvenile 
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Juvenile lawyer could call Jeſus, Lord, and aſk his 
inſtructions; but being told to part with his poſ- 
ſeſſions for the ſake of Chriſt's poor, he went away 
ſorrowful, and thereby proved his infincerity. Too 
many reſemble him in the preſent day; they will 
call Jeſus, Lord, but will afford no aſſiſtance to 
ere his kingdom; and even feel themſelves un- 
concerned whether it proſpers or - declines. Let 
ſuch remember, that indifferency of heart, or in- 
activity of life, reſpecting the cauſe of chriſtianity in 
the world, leaves no room to hope that they ſhall 
ever ſhare its bleſſings: let them not imagine they 
ſhall receive any thing of the Lord, for with what 
meaſure they mete, it ſhall be meaſured unto m—_—_ 
again, 

- We have ſeen then, that only auch as poſſeſs 
an high eſteem for Chriſt, a cordial affection for his 
people, and manifeſt a zealous concern for his in- 
tereſt, can reaſonably hope that Jeſus will own them 
as his, and his peoples friends, at a future day. 

But ſuch an one, both we, and Jeſus too, 
recognized in our dear departed brother. Few 
men diſcovered more genuine regard to the perſon, 
followers, and intereſt of Chriſt, from the time he 
firſt felt the ſaving influence of religious truth, to 
the period of his diſſolution. _ 

He was born in the year 1737. Under the care 
of a pious parent, his mind not only became habi- 
tuatet to morality, but in early life gave ſatisfactory 
evidences of the moſt genuine piety. Deſirous of 
doing good to ſouls, he diligently applied himſelf to 

theological 
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theological ſtudies ; . and having done himſelf and 
tutors honor, by his aſſiduity and rapid improve- 
ment, he appeared in the character of a goſpel 
miniſter; and ſoon after, at the preſſing requeſt of 
the congregation, meeting in Broadmead, Briſtol, 
became an aſſiſtant to his father, the late Rev. 


Huch Evans, there, being then about the age of 


22 years. Aſter the expiration of eight years he 
took upon him, in conjunction with his father, the 
office of paſtor over that church ; which honorable 
office he filled with the moſt diſtinguiſhed reputa- 
tion, till he was removed to the general aſſembly 


and church of the firſt-born, whoſe names are 


written in heaven, on the = of Auguſt laſt, aged 


Fa years. 


How pleaſing the review of his character 
Eminently a friend to Jeſus, the honors of his 
perſon, the deity of his nature, and the glory of 
his mediatorial office he warmly and ably de- 
fended, both in public diſcourſes, and private con- 
verſation. Controverſies he never courted, yet 
never lighted them, when he thought it needful 


either to ſpeak or write in defence of the truth. 


Neither perſonal friendſhip, eminence of rank, nor 
literary {kill in his opponents, repreſſed his zeal for 
the Saviour's glory. But here I need not enlarge, 
His works praiſe him in the gates—The writings 
he has left behind him fay all this, and more, in 
behalf of his profound veneration for Jeſus Chriſt. 
Nor was he deficient in his regard for the ſin- 


cere * of the Lamb. He was a friend to 
them. 


them. He deſpiſed no man; he loved all as the 
creatures of God, and was at all times happy to 
promote their welfare; but eſpecially he loved the 
houſhold of faith. In him the indigent believer 
always found a friend ready to weep in his ſorrows, 
direct him in his difficulties, and aſſiſt him in all his 
neceſſities. Many inſtances are ſtill preſent to the 
recollection of his friends, wherein the fatherleſs 
have found in him a father, and by extraordinary 
exertions he hath made the widow's heart to fing 
for joy. i 
For the intereſt of Chriſt at large, how great 
his concern it is impoſſible to ſay. Providence 
called him to move in a large and public ſphere; 
and for his various duties therein, he was eminently 
fitted;; not diſcharging them merely as the incum- 
brances of his ſtation, but as the privileges of his 
exiſtence. : | 

The affairs of the academy, over which he 
prefided—of the Weſtern affociation (which is very 
large), beſides the peculiar duties of his paſtoral of- 
fice, were principally under his direction; and his 
pious ſoul was happy or diſtreſſed as the cauſe of 
his maſter flouriſhed or decayed. 

Many circumſtances of his life might (if ne- 
ceſſary) be introduced, wherein he diſcovered the 
greateſt tenderneſs of mind for Zion's proſperity ; 
and proved how anxious he was to have goſpel truth 
remain uncorrupted, and goſpel tempers and con- 
duct invariably manifeſted : for well aware that a 
church, or miniſter, would never proſper whilſt he 
Nik. or 
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* maintained opinions derogatory to the honor 
of Jeſus Chriſt; he not only preached frequently 
on the ſubjects of Chriſt's divinity and atonement, 
but ſought more extenſive uſefulneſs, by publiſhing 
ſome of his compoſitions on thoſe ſubjects. The 
laſt 'work of this kind he ever publiſhed, has been 
greatly bleſſed to the eſtabliſhment of many in the 
truths of the goſpel ; and if any of my hearers wiſh 
to peruſe a work, pregnant with piety, ſupporting 

the important doctrines of the croſs! on ſcriptural | 
foundations, and in an experimental manner, I would 
recommend to them Dr. Evans's four 'Sermons 
on the Atonement, entitled CarisT CRUcirED;“ 


which will amply repay the purchaſe and the F. 


to every ſerious mind. 
In that publication we diſcover How: firm his 


mind had been kept in that great leading truth of 


the goſpel, the dofirine of the ATONEMENT, concern- 
ing which he thus writes to his people— 
It is now thirty years ſince you firſt called 
cc me to become one of your miniſters, in connec- 
te tion with my honored father. I began my mi- 
C niſtry amongſt you, as ſome of you may poſſibly 
ec remember, with a diſcourſe from thoſe. words of 
cc Paul to the Corinthians, I determined not to know 
« any thing among you, ſave Feſus Cbhriſt, and bim 
cc crucified. And now that I am adyancing faſt to 
« the cloſe of my life and miniftry, and have rea- 
« ſon to expect that at no very diſtant period, I 
cc ſhall - be numbered with my fathers, and called 


«to give up my account, I wiſh theſe ſermons to 


« ſtand 
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« ſtand as a humble memorial of my firmeſt adhe- 
cc rence to the ſame doctrine, which has ever been 
ce uniformly and zealouſly preached to you by each 
« of your preſent, as well as former minifterss 

„ ] deſire to die teſtifying that this is the 
ce goſpel of the grace of God, wherein ye ſtand. 
* God forbid you ſhould receive any other, though 
« an angel from heaven, were it poſſible, ſhould 
ce preach it unto you “.“ 
By this addreſs, written about two years before 
his death, we ſee, that his inveſtigation of goſpel 
truth, ſo far from weakening his faith in the doc- 
trine of the atonement, only ſerved to eſtabliſh him 
more firmly in its divinity and importance; yea, of 
fuch conſequence did he conſider it, that in the ſame 
work he ſays, © To me it appears with a blaze of 
ce the brighteſt evidence, to be the grand diſtinguiſh- 
ce ing doctrine of the New Teſtament, the glory of 
ce chriſtianity, and the higheſt and moſt illuſtrious 
ce diſplay of the divine perfections and character; — 
ce and I verily believe, that the general rejection of 
ce this doctrine would involve in it, eventually, the 
ce deſtruction of all ſerious practical religion f.“ 

I make theſe quotations as a reply to a late 
publication, wherein an anti-trinitarian writer of note 
hath aſſerted, that the ableſt, wiſeſt, and moſt pious 
chriſtians, were of his opinion l the N 
and work of Chriſt 4. 


* Preface, p. 8, 9. + Ibid, p. 5, 6 


t See Dr. Prieftley's s Addreſs to the Jews, iS ts as 
on the Reſurrection of Jeſus his words are theſe, p. 16. 
B « The 
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Whilſt Dr. Evans is allowed to be pious, 
wiſe, and good, that acknowledgment will contra- 
dict an aſſertion ſo bold and unjuſt. His /iving 
and dying teſtimony oppoſed the ſentiments of So- 
cinus as unſcriptural, unſafe, and inimical to mo- 
rality itſelf. 

Such a light in the goſpel hemiſphere, we 
might have thought would have been long continued 
to illuminate and refreſh the churches! Such a 
friend to Chriſt, to his people, to his cauſe, we 
would have wiſhed long to have enjoyed !—but wiſe 
heaven otherwiſe decreed. This ſtar will ſhine 
on earth no more! This friend ſhall no more exert 
himſelf on earth for Jeſus No, our friend STANT 


« The belief of the DIVINE UNITY, and alſo that of the proper 
© HUMANITY OF CHRIST, are not now the private opinions of a few 
« perſons only, which ſome time ago they were almoſt afraid to avow; 
& but they are publicly profeſſed by great numbers the MOST RE- 
« SPECTABLE' for their ABILITY, their LEARNING, and their 
„ PIETY, among chriſtians.” 


It is evident to every one acquainted with the Socinian controverſy, 
that the Doctor here meant to deſcribe perſons of his own religious 
tenets, though he as evidently inſinuates that WE oppoſe the ux ir x Oo 
THE GODHEAD, and the PROPER HUMANITY OF CHRIST, It is 


known to the WORLD, that whilſt, in obedience to the authority of re- 


velation, we maintain there are * three who bear record in heaven, the 
« Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt;“ yet we do unreſervedly declare and 
helieve theſe three are ONE, And although we believe that our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as to his DIVINE NATURE, is © GOD OVER ALL, bleſſed for 
« ever; yet we unequivocally affirm, that . as concerning the FLESH 
he came from the fathers,” that he was * bone of our bone, and fleth 
© of our fleſh,” and that in OUR NATURE, though in a glorified 
ſtate, he now reigns in heaven, as the great head of the church. 
Though miſrepreſentation may SERVE a cauſe, it can lun never do 
it CREDIT, 


| Nleepeth! 


„ 
ſleepeth! Death hath cloſed his eyes in peaceful 
ſlumbers, to open them no more on terreſtrial 
ſcenes. In the cold grave he lies, whilſt we drop the 
tributary tear over our departed friend, by him un- 
heeded. 

Death is a gloomy ſubject. Reflection on it 
chills the mind, and appals human nature. To be 
torn from our dear connections to quit thoſe 
ſcenes which have afforded us ſo much delight ;—to 
become tenants of thoſe dreary habitations, the re- 
poſitory of man in his moſt abject ſtate;—to dwell 
with © ſkulls, and monuments, and worms; to 
part with all the glory of our nature, to be ſeparated 
from intelligence, yea from animation itſelf ;—to be 
conſtrained to ſay to corruption, thou art our father, 
and to acknowledge the worm for our brother and 
ſiſter At his, no wonder nature ſhudders : but 
our Saviour, in condeſcention to our feelings, calls 
upon us to view it under a ſofter repreſentation— 
to conſider it not as annihilation, but as a ſleep ; fo 
that as we in imagination paſs by the tomb of our 
deceaſed brother, we will calm our minds by re- 
flecting thus :—* Our friend Evans is not dead, 
© but ſleepeth—this is his couch—here let him reſt 
© from the fatigues of the day of life, till the night 
© of time be paſt, and the eternal morning dawn. 

Sleep gives us three ideas of the ſtate of de- 
parted chriſtians :— | 

1. It leads our thoughts to inaFivity. 
As during the ſeaſon of repoſe we forget our 


uſual exertions, our members are no more employed 
B 2 | in 
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in labor, but a general indolence prevails; ſo at death 
all the former efforts of the chriſtian ceaſe. 

The pious man is no longer found pouring out 
his ſoul to God in private prayer; the walls of his 
cloſet, which have heretofore witneſſed his devout 
ſupplications, his fervent petitions, and his grateful 
praiſe, now witneſs them no more. 

The pious maſter, bu/band, or parent, no more 
raiſes his domeſtic altars to the God of his life, no 
longer leads the devotions of his houſehold : his 
children and ſervants no more liſten to his ſalutary 
inſtructions, nor weep beneath his affectionate ex- 
hortations ; nor more does the friend of his boſom 
hear him pour the balm of _ conſolation in 
the afflictive hour. 

Ihe pious miniſter no more enters the pulpit, 
nor charms the ears nor warms the hearts of his 
auditory, by his zealous and affectionate delivery 
of goſpel truth—no longer enters the facred laver, 
and there conſecrates the ſeals of his miniſtry to the 
obedience of Chriſt—no longer meets his beloved 
flock at the table of the Lord, breaking the bread 
of life ro them, and directing their minds and their 
affections to the Lamb of God, who taketh away. 
the fin of the world. 

The pious author no more appears the cham- 
pion of heavenly truth, nor longer ters the liſts 
with the public enemies of Chriſt and his goſpel. 
The truth-fraught page—the animating ſentiment— 
the convincing argument—the harmony of juſt and 
graceful compolition—no more flow from his well- 
directed pen, 
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The pious friend no more viſits the ſocial 
circle, where before with cheerful decorum he regu- 
lated the pleaſures of friendly hearts. 

The pious tutor no more trains up the youth- 
ful mind, in habits of ſcientific and religious truth. 
His exertions for their improvement in uſeful 
knowledge and heavenly virtue ; his efforts to fit 
them for uſefulneſs, in the various ſtations wherein 
providence might in future place them, W 
ceaſe for ever. 

The removal of a man in either of theſe ſta- 
tions would be felt, and felt ſeverely ; but the re- 
moval of our friend Evans, makes us feel and 
bemoan the loſs of one who filled them ALL. In 
him, the children mourn an indulgent father; the 
ſervants bewail an affectionate maſter ; and the 
widow weeps—yes, theſe eyes have ſeen her tears 
ſhe weeps the loſs of an invalued huſband. 

Zion fits. in the duſt, bemoaning, becauſe he 
is not, and almoſt refuſes to be comforted. © The 
cc beauty of Iſrael is ſlain; how are the mighty 
ce fallen! The elders have ceaſed from the gate, 
ce the young men from their muſic; the joy of 
« our heart is ceaſed, our dance is turned into 
© mourning ; the crown 1s fallen from our head, 
« For this our heart is faint; for theſe things our 
ce eyes are dim; becauſe of the mountain of Zion 
ce which is deſolate “.“ 

Ves, he who late aſcended his pulpit as his 
throne, and, like a faithful ambaſſador of Chriſt, 


2 Sam. i. 19. Lam. v. 14, &c. ä 
B 3 beſought 


„„ 
beſought ſinners to be reconciled to God, hath 
relinquiſhed his wonted labors ; hath ceaſed to ſtand 
pleading the cauſe of heaven with rebellious man. 
The terrors of the law ſhall no more, from bis lips, 
1 arouſe the careleſs, nor the mild accents of the 
| goſpel diſſolve the ſtony heart. What thing 
cc ſhallI take to witneſs for thee ? What thing ſhall 
&« liken to thee, O daughter of Jeruſalem? What 
13 cc ſhall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, 
| ce O virgin daughter of Zion? For thy breach is 


ce great, like the ſea; who can heal thee * ?” 

His pen ſhall be no more employed in defend- 
ing the ſacred truths of the inſpired volume—the 
wiſdom and equity of the divine conduct, the awful 
depravity of human nature, the riches of ſovereign 
grace, the dignity of IMManvr's perſon, the effi- 
cacy of his ſacrifice, and the perſonality and deity 
1 of the HoLy Spixrr, which have been fo clearly 
1 exhibited and ably maintained by him r, ſhall no 
f il more receive elucidation and proof from his hands. 
And how many friendly hearts will unite to lament 
1 if his loſs, whoſe preſence was at once both their joy 
1 and their guide! Perhaps no man in his ſocial in- 
tcteercourſe, ever ſteered more happily free of the 
| . extremes of moroſe reſerve, and fooliſh levity ;— 

ec chearful, and not light,” would that ſociety be 
where our friend Evans was. 


| | | „ Lam. ii. 13. | 
| Þ+ See his ADDRESS to the ſerious and candid Profeſſors of Chriſ- 
8 tianity ; alſo his Two SERMONS on the ſcripture doctrine of. the 
| | DEiTY of the Sox and HOLY SPIRIT, 
| But 
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But to the pupils who, under his care, were 
trained or training up for the goſpel miniſtry, how 
great his loſs it is impoſſible to deſcribe. We feel 
it; but though he taught us much, he never taught 
us to expreſs the grief his removal would coſt us. 
He knew well how to gain our affections, whilſt he 
ſecured our reſpect; - at once we loved the friend, 
and venerated the tutor. So mildly he corrected 
our miſtakes, and ſo gladly marked our improve- 
ment, that the reverberated happineſs which our at- 
tention to his wiſe inſtructions afforded him, was one 
great ſtimulus to our diligence: nor was it poſſible 
that a worthy pupil could ever be beneath his care, 
who did not feel his eſteem for Dr. Evans rife, as 
his acquaintance with his character became more 
intimate. His concern for our happineſs did not 
terminate with the years of our pupilage :—how 
many of us can witneſs the pains it coſt: him, to fix 
us in thoſe ſituations, for which he thought our va- 
rious capacities, diſpoſitions, and improvements, 
fitted us How many wiſe and pious cautions 
hath he given us, reſpecting our conduct as men, 
as chriſtians, and as miniſters! — What journies 
would he take to aſſiſt in our ſettlement with a 
people ; and what undiſguiſed pleaſure did he ex- 
preſs, when he diſcovered a proſpect of our future 
uſefulneſs and comfort !—Surely we cannot do leſs 
than revere his memory. May we-have grace to 
profit by his pious counſels ! 

As a public character, his activity was well 


known. Your hearts, and the hearts of thouſands 
f B 4 more, 
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more, will much longer perpetuate his worth, than 
this unworthy tribute to his memory. A recollec- 
tion of his -kindneſs muſt be now preſent to many 
in this congregation. But one year has meaſured 


its courſe, ſince he took a public part in the ſo- 


lemn ſervices accompanying my union to you as a 
paſtor. I hope I ſhall never forget his truly affec- 
tionate addreſs to me on that occaſion, but by the 
manifeſtation of truth, commend myſelf to every 
man's conſcience in the fight of God . You re- 
member alſo, my worthy brethren, who on that day 


were inveſted with the office of deacons, in this 


ſociety, with what ſimplicity and affection he ſet 
before you, both the honors and duties of your 
pious functions. Nor can the members of this 
church forget the pleaſures of that day, to which 
he ſo largely contributed, in conjunction with our 
late dear and honored brother, Mr. Harr, of 
Amſby f. Little, ah! little did we then think, 
that ere another twelvemonth came, thoſe two 
great men of God ſhould be no more! - But 
they are gone! Our friend HALL is — 
and our friend Evans alſo ſleepeth. | 


* 2 Cor. iv. 1, 23 the paſſage on which Dr. Evans grounded his 
charge at the ordination. 

+ Rev. Mr. HALL preached to the church on the ſame occaſion. 
He expired almoſt ſuddenly, on Lord's-day evening, March 31, 1791. 
A funeral diſcourſe delivered by Mr. Ryland, of Northampton; 


to which are annexed, the oration. at\ the grave, by Mr. Fuller, 


and an account of the riſe of Amſby Church, and its ſucceſſive miniſ- 


ters, particularly of its late venerable paſtor, has been ſince publiſhed; 


to which the reader is referred for a fuller account of this moſt ex- 


cellent man, 
reflect 
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reflect with ſolemnity, that the hand then 
placed on this unworthy head, expreſſive of his 
approbation of the union which then commenced, 
is now mouldering in the duſt; and thoſe lips which 
conveyed ſuch ſalutary and affectionate inſtruction 
to my heart, are now ſealed up for ever. Ves, his 
activity in this world for God, for us, for _ at 
large, 1s over. 
2. But ſleep affords us 08 es: not a 
a ceſſation from pleafing aftivity, but alſo from pain- 
ful fuffering it gives us the idea of 77, and in this 
reſpect, is analagous to death. «I heard,” faith 
John, © a voice from heaven, ſaying, write, Bleſſed 
« are the dead which die in the Lord, from hence- 
« forth; yea, ſaith the tu; that _— may _ from 
ce their labors.” | 
Our reſpected friend; whoſe loſs we now de- 
plore, amiable as he was in his manners, and uſeful 
as he was in his life, was not exempt from many 
ſorrows, eſpecially towards the cloſe of his days. 
I had almoſt numbered the ſympathy of his heart 
among the cauſes of his diſtreſs few men poſſeſſed 
ſo much of the delicacies of ſympathetic ſenſibility, 
or ſhared ſo much in pom RENE AGIs 
weep with thoſe who wept. | 
His many and great exertibns, tony ach 
litated his nervous ſyſtem, ſo that for ſome years 
paſt, his health has ſuffered various interruptions z 
to which, trials of a more afflictive nature have alſo 
largely contributed. | 
About 
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About twenty-one months ago, he returned 
from ſupplying this congregation—he arrived home 
late in the evening, and found all well; but the firſt 


intelligence he received on the following day was, 
that his eldeſt ſon, juſt then eſtabliſhed in buſineſs, 


had been ſeized with a violent fit in the night, and 


was found breathleſs in his room in the morning, — 
He tenderly loved his children, and fo ſevere a 
ſtroke made a deep wound in ſuch a heart as his. 
To this muſt be added, a ſudden and painful 
event, ariſing from his religious connections; which 
taught him by diſtreſſing experience, that not the 
moſt diſintereſted friendſhip, purity of intention, 
nor guarded conduct, can at all times ſecure from 
unkindneſs and cenſure :—but friendſhip is impa- 
tient of unkindneſs, and conſcious integrity ſtarts at 


- unmerited reproach. ' Surprize and grief overcame 


a conſtitution already injured by unuſual exertion, 
and ſudden affliction; and no doubt accelerated 


his diſſolution. 


His habit became more relaxed, till about 
three months ſince, when an unexpected paralytic 
ſtroke for a few days deprived him of the powers of 
ſpeech and.motion; but by degrees he recovered, 
ſo as to be able to converſe freely, and take occa- 
ſional exerciſe, His friends marked with gratitude 
his returning health, and flattered themſelves he 
would ſoon be reſtored to their higheſt wiſhes. On 


Lord's-day, the 7th of Auguft, he propoſed preach- 


ing in the evening to a favourite congregation, at 
| | Downend, 


CW J 

Downend, near Briſtol, and faid; he hoped he 
ſhould be able to ſpeak to them for half an hour: 
but, Lord, how precarious 1s our ſtate, and uncer- 
tain our deſigns! About two o'clock the ſame day, 
he had a ſecond ſeizure, eaſy in its approach, but 
mortal in its effects; for being put in his bed, he 
neither ſpoke a word, nor altered his poſition, till 
the following Tueſday, when he died, or rather 
finally fell aſleep. 

For ſome time before, he had expreſſed his 
wiſh for departure, and ſeemed to poſſeſs a pre- 
ſentiment of its approach. On the laſt day of his 
adminiſtering the ordinance of the Lord's-ſupper, 
he told the communicants at the table, that he 
longed to depart, and be with Chriſt, repeating with 
energy, © it is far better.” Indeed the extract you 
have heard from his Jate publication, indicates his 
expectations that he ſhould not long ſurvive that 
work, and many occaſional expreſſions which he 
dropt, confirmed his own opinion of his approach- 
ing diſſolution *. 

Perhaps a peculiar depreſſion of ſpirits, and 
laſſitude of body, occaſioned his ſuſpicions; but 
with him the head- ach, and the heart- ach too, are 
over. © Our friend Evans ſleepeth“ no bereav- 
ing providences, no unkind reflections, no, bodily 
afflictions, can diſturb him now. 


To one affecting expreſſion of this nature I was an ear-wit- 
neſs, about a fortnight before his death. The ſexton enquiring 
whether he had regiſtered ſome burials ? he replied, « Yes; and I 
« will return the book to you to-morrow—for you will soo have 
& MY name to regiſter,” 


« Soft] y 


r 
4 & Softly his fainting head he lay 
| « Upon his Maker's breaſt ; 
His Maker kiſs'd his ſoul away, 
« And laid his fleſh to reft.” 

3. But, let us not forget that although the mem- 
| bers of his body are now inactive, though the places 
1 that knew him once, know him now no more 
Wil a ſeaſon draws nigh, when he ſhall awake and rife 
from his duſty bed, the mouldering tomb wherein 
he lies. Death is repreſented by ſleep particularly, 
in reference to the reſurreion of the dead—yes, 
whilſt we, like Martha, go to Jeſus, and ſay, Lord, 
if thou hadſt been here—if thou hadſt exerted thy 
power, our brother had not died. We hear him 
| replying to us, as he did to her, © YouR BROTHER 
| | SHALL RISE AGAIN,” I, ſays he, am the reſurrection 
and the life; he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet ſhall he live. This, my brethren, is our 
it ſufficient conſolation under every bereaving provi- 
! dence, that thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus, the Lord will 

bring with him. Our Saviour hath given us repeat- 
[| ed proofs of his power, by raiſing ſome from the 
Lil dead, whilſt (cloathed in our nature) he dwelt a- 
il mong us; of which the caſe of Lazarus is an 
4t eminent inſtance; but as Lazarus, and others, then 
1 if raiſed, fell victims to the ſtroke of death afterwards, 
14 theſe were not adequate aſſurances of our reſurrec- 
| vn tion to immortal life : In order, therefore, to lay a 
foundation for our livelieſt hope, the Redeemer him- 
ſelf ſubmitted to the abaſement of death, and having 

| remained a ſufficient time under its dominion, to 
L | prove 
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prove that he was really dead, he aroſe by his own 
almighty power, agreeable to his former expreſs 
declaration*; he burſt the fetters of the grave; 
he reſumed his former appearance; he converſed 
frequently with thoſe. who had been moſt intimate 
with him before his crucifixion; he convinced the 
moſt incredulous of his diſciples, that he was the 
ſame Jeſus, on whoſe perſon and inſtructions he had 
attended; thereby producing a public acknowledg- 
ment of his divinity and meſiabſhipy. After forty 
days he openly aſcended where he was beforef, 
directing his attendants in their future conduct, 
and predicting ſome remarkable events, whereby 
the prevalency of his interceſſion might be demon- 
ſtrated. 

On the day of pentecoſt he imparted his pro- 
miſed gifts to his diſciples ; the Hol Gros bore 
public atteſtation to the truth of his doctrine, and his 
actual government of the church: his followers, 
ſatisfied of his authority, went forth preaching 
(among others) the grand doctrine of the reſur- 
rection a doctrine under the conſtant influence of 
which they lived and taught, and in defence of 
which, having witneſſed its ſucceſs, they chearfully 
ſuffered and died, rejoicing in hope of the glory 
of God; perſuaded, that becauſe Chriſt lived, they 
ſhould live alſo. Let a firm perſuaſion of the truth 
of this doctrine, reconcile our minds to the provi- 


® John it. 19. x. 18. 7 John xx. 28. 
4 Luke xxiv. 51. with John iii. 13, and vi. 62. 


dence 


LS - 
dence which has removed our deceaſed friend; let us 
| aſſure ourſelves, that he who hath conquered death, 
Wl will redeem him from its power : Though his body 
„ ſhall ſleep in the ground, till the reſurrection morning 
1 dawn, then, we are told, the Lord ſhall deſcend 
| from heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of the 
| | arch: angel, and the trump of God. The trumpet 
100 ſhall ſound— that life-giving ſound ſhall awake 
1 his ſleeping duſt; —quickenèd by the power of 

| God, he ſhall ſhake off his robes of mortality ;— 
lik huis body, now in a ſtate of corruption, ſhall be 
WE. faſhioned like unto Chriſt's own glorious body; 
1 | arrayed in garments of immortality, he meets his 
| coming Lord in the air. On him his Lord ſhall 
ll ſmile, on him beſtow a crown, even a crown of 
| righteouſneſs, which fadeth not away. His happy 
| ſpirit now joins the myriads of kindred ſpirits, the 
| ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, in contemplating 
j the myſterious glories of the incarnate Gop, and 
| participating of the pleafures which flow from the 
ml » eternal throne; but when that period arrives, which 
1 may be termed the grand propheſy of the goſpel, 
the members of his immortal body ſhall join the 
powers of his ſeraphic mind, in mutual congra- 
{ tulations, and combined gratitude. 
| O happy day! how pregnant art thou with all 
| our largeſt wiſhes want - perfect knowledge, perfect 
7 purity, perfect and eternal felicity ! | 
| | O happy day! to what ſociety will thou in- 
| troduce us! all the patriarchs, and prophets, and 
| SY | apoſtles, 
| 


. 


1 | 
apoſtles, and martyrs, and ſaints of later times. 
There ſhall we meet a Warrs, a FLavzr, a Dop- 
DRIDGE,'an Howe, an Owzn, and our Evans, 
our friend Evans too !—now, tis true, he ſleepeth, 


and we muſt ſoon join his ſlumbers; but though 


our ſleeping times differ, our waking time ſhall 
be one. In one inſtant all the ſaints of the Lord 
ſhall feel his almighty influence, and live to die 
no more: for as we are planted together in the 
likeneſs of our Saviour's death, ſo ſhall we be 
alſo in the likeneſs of his reſurrection. 

The reſurrection opens up to us a light to 
cheer us amidft all the gloom of mortality. Who 
would be unwilling to tread the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, whilſt he believed it the path 
to a better and immortal life? Under all the 
breaches death hath made, or in proſpect of our 
own removal from our chriſtian friends, we are 
commanded © to comfort one another with theſe 
« words.” 

It is our happineſs alſo to reflect, that God 
ever lives: though the channel is cloſed, the foun- 
tain ſtill runs. In all ages God has provided for 
his church, and his name is Jehovah-Jireh ſtill. 
Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and 
for ever; and, by means of his own chuſing, and 
inſtruments of his own preparing, he will accom- 
pliſh his immutable all-wiſe decrees. If God had 
needed his ſervant any longer, he would not have 
called him from his work fo ſoon. 

| And 
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And ſeeing the Lord is removing his miniſ- 
ters from the church (and he has removed many 
of late) how doth it behove their hearers to give 
attention to their ſacred meſſage, whilſt they have 
them to attend upon. And how ſhould we, who 
in providence are called to that important work, 
labor to fill up our time in our Maſter's ſervice; 
that whenever our Lord ſhall come, we may be 
found in his employ, and meeting his approbation, 
be removed from this uncertain ſtate, to the world 
of uninterrupted bliſs, amidſt the joys of faints, 
the ſhouts of angels, and the ſmiles of God. 
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